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Term Meaning Relevance

Waste reduction Preventing waste from being created at any/all points in Waste reduction is the top priority
the supply chain. For example, ensuring only the amount in construction resource efficiency, 
of bricks required is delivered to site – avoiding surplus in terms of reducing cost, 
materials. This means that the overall amount of waste environmental impact and 
generated is less when compared to amount of activity. avoiding landfill
Monitoring of waste reduction can be through wastage 
rates and/or environmental performance indicators such
as m3 of waste per 100 m2 floor area

Zero net waste; waste neutral Waste neutrality describes the scenario where the wastage Also a difficult term, which can
of materials on a construction project is offset by the include offsetting with recycled 
incorporation of reclaimed and recycled products and content. The term is increasingly 
materials. WRAP’s interpretation measures net waste as discussed, however
the difference between the value of materials wasted and 
the value of additional recovered materials incorporated 
in the construction works or in off-site applications. Other 
interpretations may be based on mass or volume, and may 
focus on waste to landfill rather than total waste

Zero waste Should mean that no waste is produced but tends to be A difficult term to apply – definitions
used in the context of diverting waste from landfill, i.e. no vary
waste will go to landfill from a site. Aspirations to reduce 
waste may or may not be included




