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Responsible Sourcing Standard BES 6001 v.2 
 
 

Workshop to initiate review of the standard  
 
 

30 October 2012 
 

10.30 to 12.30  
 

CILIP, 7 Ridgmount Street, WC1E 7AE 
 

Workshop Report: 
 
BRE and the Construction Products Association convened a workshop to initiate the 
start of the review process for BRE Global’s standard on responsible sourcing of 
construction products (BES 6001 v.2).  The standard was published in 2008. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to describe to stakeholders the review process that will 
be carried out by BRE, and to hold an initial discussion to identify some of the potential 
key points that will need examining during the review process. The meeting was 
attended by 26 people. 
 
The meeting began with presentations looking at the past, current and possible future of 
the standard.  The morning started with presentations from Derek Hughes, BRE Global 
Scheme Manager for BES 6001; David Morrell of  Marshalls BES6001 certificate holder; 
Steve Cook of the UK Contractor’s Group which has a policy statement to increase the 
procurement of products from responsible sourcing schemes, and the BRE project 
manager for BES 6001 development Katie Livesey.  The Chair for the meeting was Jane 
Thornback of the Construction Products Association who referenced the origins of the 
work to develop the standard back in 2007/8.  
 
The presentations were followed by a lively debate structured around a number of key 
topics that had emerged from a stakeholder scoping study conducted prior to the 
meeting; additional topics were highlighted. 
 
 
The debate was wide-ranging and clustered around the following topics: 
 

1. Standard requirements and scoring 

• Managing complexity whilst covering essential issues in sufficient depth  
• Update to reflect current practice 
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• Clearer notes and operational guidance must be considered in the future 
revision 

• Compulsory elements within BES6001 should consider material specific 
issues; e.g. EU ETS/CCA (GHG) – not recognised by verification body 

• Scoring – some criteria could be neglected if not applicable to a particular 
material supply chain 

• Legality – its meaning across the globe (incl. national laws) and relevance 
to performance of products  

• External verification and quality of auditing has to be maintained 
 

2. Supply chains and traceability 

• Complicated versus  ‘relatively’ simple supply chains (UK based or 
international, multisite company with multi suppliers – and the role of 
merchants) 

• Complex products with many components; e.g. windows – glass, wood 
frame should be addressed in the new version; key risks and value 
elements must be assessed 

• Confidentiality vs. transparency (e.g. commodity trading) 
• How to handle assembled products (e.g.BES6001 ‘x’, FSC certified ‘y’, 

EcoReinforcement ‘z’ within one product assessed under BREEAM) 
• Labelling system that allows end customer  (e.g. main contractor) to verify 

that they purchased and paid for responsible products; electronic delivery 
tickets 

• Additional labelling requirements unwelcome. Current focus on CE 
Marking is already a high load on manufacturers. 
 

3. Stewardship of raw materials 

• Scarcity, criticality, and availability of primary materials (e.g. coltan) 
• Start of the supply chain as important as other parts down the supply 

chain 
• Review LCA section of the standard to identify common issues 
• Recycled materials  

 
4. Internationalise BES6001 

• Review and adjust template and style of reporting (e.g. compulsory 
elements reflecting national standards and practices); guidance for 
different regions may be better option  

• The availability and quality of data gathering differs from country to 
country (i.e. robustness, detail, quality).  

• BSI level of auditing and checklist approach is not appropriate globally 
• National, regional, supranational, international annexes or sub-standards 

(avoid confusion in standard identification)  
• Identify global standards and investigate relationship with BES6001 (If 

global standards in place then would BES 6001 be needed?) 
• Guidance on global risk indexes in practice 
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5. Responsible sourcing in BREEAM 

• Relationship with other responsible sourcing standards (E.g. FSC, PEFC, 
BS8902, and so on)  

• UKAS accreditation 
• Explore points and weighting increases in BREEAM (and inclusion of 

other emerging standards) 
 

6. SMEs and micro business (e.g. exceptions in supply chain) 

• Maintain robustness and not watering down but consider cost to be a 
barrier of uptake 

• Explore group certification or other means  
• Not generalising and investigate other activities focusing on SMEs in 

construction (e.g. APRES) 
 
 
Next Steps of the revision process of the standard  
 

• An open stakeholder consultation will be conducted from December to March 
2013, with feedback informing the drafting of BES6001v.3. 

 
• At least two workshops will be held (one with CPA members and one open 

workshop) April/May 2013 to discuss BES6001 v.3 draft. 
 

• Re-drafting of the standard will follow these workshops as well as submission to 
BRE Global internal review and approval processes. 

 
• Launch of BES 6001 v.3 is scheduled for September 2013.  


