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• Impending environmental legislation impacts dramatically on 
international real estate (eg eco-labelling of buildings)

• 40% of carbon emissions come from the built environment – and as 
buildings are generally inefficient, small changes can bring major 
improvements

• Only 1-2% of buildings are renewed each year – existing stock is by 
far the biggest challenge and opportunity



What is the ISA ?

• The International Sustainability Alliance (ISA) is a new initiative 
from BRE Global, bringing together a global network of real estate 
leaders (developers, owners, occupiers and investors) who 
understand the business imperatives in taking a lead in creating a 
more sustainable built environment 

• BRE Global is part of the BRE Trust, a registered charity. Planned 
activities will include research directed by ISA into the sustainability of 
the built environment

• ISA will do this by contributing data to the world’s largest and most 
comprehensive property database owned by the BRE Trust. This will 
enable members to create environmental strategies for their real 
estate, and begin to make the link between environmental and 
financial performance



Who is it for ?

• Occupiers 

• Investment funds

• Asset managers

• Property owners

• Managing agents

• Developers



What will ISA provide ?

A. Access to a comprehensive property environmental database

B. CSR and regulatory compliance reporting

C. Tracking emerging green legislation and influencing the development 
of sound environmental law

D. Third party data certification  - open to all robust standards

E. An opportunity for investors, landlords, owners & occupiers to work 
together towards a single solution  

F. Making it easier to link environmental and financial performance

G. Research into environmental and sustainable solutions



A. Benchmarking
• Members will have access to 

the world’s largest sustainability 
database securely and 
confidentially hosted by BRE 
Global

• Enabling an organisation to 
assess both its absolute impact 
on the environment at individual 
building level and relative to 
whole sector portfolios

• Test strategies to achieve 
optimal returns

• Establishing KPIs and 
consistent metrics that cross 
national boundaries



B. CSR Reporting

• Enabling members to produce 
accurate and verifiable CSR 
reporting

• A key issue for organisations 
who are putting environmental 
and/or carbon targets into both 
general annual reports and 
dedicated sustainability reports

• ISA allows members to monitor 
progress on a regular basis to 
show improvements



C. Tracking legislation and 
lobbying

• Helping members’ prepare for 
emerging green legislation

• Lobbying for sound regulation, 
based on factual, evidence- 
based science that will really 
improve the environment 

• With a dedicated Brussels 
office and targeted campaigns 
for key pieces of legislation - 
focussed on the areas 
members believe are important 

• Able to influence positively on 
the issue of environmental 
labelling



D. Certification
• ISA will provide a route to 

straightforward low cost, third 
party certification 

• Using international standards 
such as BREEAM or those 
relevant to the host country (eg 
LEED, HQE)

• Through five easy steps
1. Register assets on database
2. Provide data on your assets 

against the KPIs
3. Self assessment
4. Data verified in accordance 

with certification standards
5. Final certification provided by 

independent third party auditor



E. Landlords and tenants 
working together

• Bringing all parties together into 
a single database

• Allowing everyone involved to 
work towards a sustainable 
solution

• For retail, office, industrial 
developments, infrastructure 
etc

• Breaking the link in the circle of 
blame …...



Source: Cadman 2000, The Vicious Circle of Blame



Source: FiBRE 2008 - Breaking the Vicious Circle of Blame 

Owners / End Users
‘We demand and occupy sustainable 

buildings because they are cheaper to 
run, increase our well-being and 

improve our image’

Designers & Constructors
‘We design and construct sustainable 
buildings and environments because 

that’s what our clients want and 
what society expects’

Developers
‘We develop sustainable buildings 

because they are easier to sell, achieve 
higher prices and are much more 

resistant to obsolescence’ 

Investors
‘We invest in sustainable buildings 

because that’s what our occupiers want 
and because they give better returns 

and have higher value growth 
potential’



F. Making it easier to link 
environmental and 
financial performance

• So that financially sound real 
estate strategies can be 
created

• Supporting business strategies 
whilst demonstrating the added 
value of a corporate 
sustainability strategy

• Linking to other financial 
property indices



G. Research to inform 
lobbying and demonstrate 
value

• Benefiting from BRE Global’s 
world leading research and 
using this to inform and 
influence regulation

• Sound, evidence-based and 
independent 

• With priorities set by members



Registration of Asset Details



Web Portal - facilitates all steps to certification

Pretty picture of tool here



International Sustainability Alliance
Participants in this rapidly growing and influential group



Join ISA

There are three types of membership :

• Founder Members : Set the strategic direction of the organisation, 
as well as the nature and content of the Key Performance Indicators 
(KPIs) and benchmarks. Benefit from the full membership package.

• General Members : Have access to the KPIs and benchmarking 
facilities provided by ISA, can use the lobbying service and gain 
access to the research outputs, events and marketing package.

• Associate Members Available to universities, professional institutes, 
trade bodies, Green Building Councils and scheme operators. This 
provides access to historic benchmarking material for research 
purposes.



Conclusions
• Enabling the real estate sector to meet and exceed environmental 

targets
• Focusing on existing stock – by far the largest opportunity
• Independent research programmes
• Influencing legislation and supporting your CSR strategy
• Providing a low-cost route to certification
• Developing the link between environmental and financial 

performance
• Allowing owners and occupiers to work together
• An opportunity to be in at the beginning to influence this premier 

benchmarking club – leading the way for global real estate

info@internationalsustainabilityalliance.org
www.internationalsustainabilityalliance.org

mailto:info@internationalsustainabilityalliance.org
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